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I am for Peace 

Madam President, what do you say about the escalating conflict? What about the 

ethicality of these issues? Your Secretary of War made a statement supporting this 

fight, what have you to say to that? Will we go to war? 

I know that there are rumors flying around today. I assure you that we will not take an 

active step into war unless it’s the best option for our citizens. While belligerents and 

pacifists support their separate causes and confusion reigns, I want to remind you of 

a call to peace made by Dwight D. Eisenhower in his speech “A Chance for Peace” 

from 1953, during the Cold War.  

I am happy to be here at this time before this audience because I must speak of that issue 

that comes first of all in the hearts and minds of all of us -- that issue which most urgently 

challenges and summons the wisdom and the courage of our whole people. This issue is 

peace. 

First, No people on earth can be held, as a people, to be an enemy, for all humanity shares 

the common hunger for peace and fellowship and justice. Second: No nation's security and 

well-being can be lastingly achieved in isolation but only in effective cooperation with 

fellow-nations. Third: Every nation's right to a form of government and an economic system 

of its own choosing is inalienable. Fourth: Any nation's attempt to dictate to other nations 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qV90wVrhO6Y
https://vimeo.com/1118359638?share=copy


their form of government is indefensible. And fifth: A nation's hope of lasting peace cannot 

be firmly based upon any race in armaments but rather upon just relations and honest 

understanding with all other nations. 

In the light of these principles the citizens of the United States defined the way they 

proposed to follow, through the aftermath of war, toward true peace. This is one of those 

times in the affairs of nations when the gravest choices must be made, if there is to be a 

turning toward a just and lasting peace.  

It is a moment that calls upon the governments of the world to speak their intentions with 

simplicity and with honesty. It calls upon them to answer the question that stirs the hearts of 

all sane men: is there no other way the world may live? We welcome every honest act of 

peace.We care nothing for mere rhetoric. We care only for sincerity of peaceful purpose 

attested by deeds. The peace we seek, founded upon decent trust and cooperative effort 

among nations, can be fortified, not by weapons of war but by wheat and by cotton, by milk 

and by wool, by meat and timber and rice.  

These are words that translate into every language on earth. These are the needs that 

challenge this world in arms. This idea of a just and peaceful world is not new or strange to 

us. The purpose of the United States, in stating these proposals, is simple. ​  

These proposals spring, without ulterior motive or political passion, from our calm 

conviction that the hunger for peace is in the hearts of all people. They conform to our firm 

faith that God created man to enjoy, not destroy, the fruits of the earth and of their own toil. 

They aspire to this: the lifting, from the backs and from the hearts of men, of their burden of 

arms and of fears, so that they may find before them a golden age of freedom and of 

peace. 

Here, we see a clear call for peace, an ultimate end that is worth pursuing. Is peace 

our stance? Do we stand idly by while threats come closer and closer to our 

homeland? With Eisenhower’s call still in our ears, let’s also consider the words of 



Winston Churchill from “We Shall Fight on the Beaches” as Britain prepared for war 

in 1940… 

Turning once again, and this time more generally, to the question of invasion, I would 

observe that there has never been a period in all these long centuries of which we boast 

when an absolute guarantee against invasion, still less against serious raids, could have 

been given to our people.  

In the days of Napoleon the same wind which would have carried his transports across the 

Channel might have driven away the blockading fleet. There was always the chance, and it 

is that chance which has excited and befooled the imaginations of many Continental 

tyrants. Many are the tales that are told. We are assured that novel methods will be 

adopted, and when we see the originality of malice, the ingenuity of aggression, which our 

enemy displays, we may certainly prepare ourselves for every kind of novel stratagem and 

every kind of brutal and treacherous maneuver. I think that no idea is so outlandish that it 

should not be considered and viewed with a searching, but at the same time, I hope, with a 

steady eye. We must never forget the solid assurances of sea power and those which 

belong to air power. 

I have, myself, full confidence that if all do their duty, if nothing is neglected, and if the best 

arrangements are made, as they are being made, we shall prove ourselves once again able 

to defend our Island home, to ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace of 

tyranny, if necessary for years, if necessary alone. At any rate, that is what we are going to 

try to do. That is the resolve of His Majesty’s Government-every man of them. That is the 

will of Parliament and the nation. The British Empire and the French Republic, linked 

together in their cause and in their need, will defend to the death their native soil, aiding 

each other like good comrades to the utmost of their strength.  

Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous States have fallen or may fall 

into the grip of the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, we shall not flag or 



fail. We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and 

oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall 

defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight 

on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the 

hills; we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this Island 

or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the seas, armed 

and guarded by the British Fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God’s good time, the 

New World, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the 

old. 

You see the choice we have before us. Do we prepare for war? Pursue peace? Fight 

or wait? We seek to find the best solution and make it known as soon as we can. 

Madam President, what's your personal opinion? Why can’t we make this decision 

now? One more question…. 

I’m not capable of making this decision. What of Ecclesiastes 3, verses 1 and 8: 

“There is a time for everything under the sun…A time for war and a time for peace”? 

But what about now, what is it time for? David comes to mind. Psalm 120 verses 6-7: 

“Too long have I had my dwelling among those who hate peace. I am for peace, but 

when I speak, they are for war!” I have my decision. 

Our ultimate goal is to promote peace, freedom, and prosperity for our people. When 

those are in jeopardy, we act. War has not yet reached us; we’ll continue to call for 

peace. If circumstances change in the future, we can examine this question again. 

But for now, I am for peace.  
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Sample Script (Format 2) 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, "The Chance for Peace" 
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Winston Churchill, “We Shall Fight on the Beaches” 
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