
 

Evidence Citation Guidelines 
Evidence is a critical part of both Lincoln-Douglas Value and Team Policy Debate. 
Because debate rounds take place within a fixed time frame with no immediate 
access to verify the information presented, it is imperative that competitors 
exhibit the highest degree of academic integrity by citing essential source 
information verbally, by reading quotations verbatim, by differentiating the 
words of the author from the rhetoric of the speaker, and by having evidence 
with full citations readily available for inspection by the opposing team or 
judge(s). The sample formats below serve as models, not mandates, for source 
citations. 

Example 1: Website Citation 
 
Tag Line: 
Set apart in bold font 
and identifies key 
content. 
 
Full Citation: 
Set apart in reduced 
font and includes 
available information. 
 
Verbal Citation: 
Set apart in larger font 
and underlined; 
includes the source 
(required), publication 
name, and date 
(encouraged, but not 
required). 
 
Direct Quotation: 
Indented and set apart 
in quotation marks.  
Words that will be read 
into the round are 
indicated by bold font, 
and words that will not 
be read aloud are 
included in smaller 
font. 
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Example 2: Journal Article Citation 
Tag Line: 
Set apart in bold font 
and identifies key 
content. 
 
Full Citation: 
Set apart in reduced 
font and includes 
available information. 
 
Verbal Citation:  
Set apart in larger font 
and bolded; includes 
the source (required), 
author credentials, 
publication name, and 
date (encouraged, but 
not required). 
 
Direct Quotation:  
Indented and set apart 
in quotation marks.   
Words that will be read 
into the round are 
indicated by underlined 
font, and words that 
will not be read aloud 
are included in smaller 
font. 
 

Example 3: No Author or Publication Date 
Tag Line: 
Set apart in bold font 
and identifies key 
content. 
 
Full Citation: 
Set apart in reduced 
font and includes 
available information. 
 
Verbal Citation:  
Set apart in larger font 
and underlined; 
includes the source 
(required) and date 
accessed (encouraged, 
but not required). 
 
Direct Quotation:  
Indented and set apart 
in quotation marks.   
Words that will be read 
into the round are 
indicated by underlined 
font. 
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Example 4: Visual Source Information 
Tag Line: 
Set apart in bold font 
and identifies key 
content. 
 
Full Citation: 
Set apart in reduced 
font and includes 
available information. 
 
Verbal Citation:  
Set apart and 
underlined; includes 
the source (required), 
and publication date 
(encouraged, but not 
required), and indicates 
the information comes 
from a graphic. 
 
Summary of Visual 
Source Information:  
Set apart in brackets 
(rather than quotation 
marks) after a note to 
signify that the words 
to follow convey a 
summary, not a 
quotation.   
 
Graph/Chart/Visual:  
Complete graphic with 
legends and/or 
captions.  
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Example 5: Full Citation Placed in a Footnote 
 
Tag Line: 
Set apart in bold font 
and identifies key 
content. 
 
Verbal Citation:  
Set apart in larger font 
and underlined; 
includes the source 
(required), publication 
name, and date 
(encouraged, but not 
required). 
 
 
Direct Quotation:  
Set apart in quotation 
marks.   
Words that will be read 
into the round are 
indicated by underlined 
font, and words that 
will not be read aloud 
are not underlined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Full Citation:  
Set apart using a 
footnote corresponding 
to the quoted block of 
text and includes 
available information. 
 

©NCFCA Christian Speech & Debate | August 2024 | Page 4 of 4 


	Evidence Citation Guidelines 
	Example 1: Website Citation 
	Example 2: Journal Article Citation 
	Example 3: No Author or Publication Date 
	Example 4: Visual Source Information 
	Example 5: Full Citation Placed in a Footnote 


